SWEPTSO Minutes for March 18, 2009--Attendance: Hemmer, Feinman, Schwalb, Hart, Glase, Debbie Campanelli, Karen Russell, Kelly Erlwein.

1. Treasurer’s Report- Read and accepted. See Report on file with Secretary.

2. Can/Food Drive: Feinman reported that donations were moderate, most likely due to the tough economic times all around. People are less likely to donate to any cause right now. Dawn and her children are sorting and discarding outdated items.

3. Cookbooks: Schwalb and Campanelli reported that contribution of recipes is slow despite sending out a reminder flyer prepared by Campanelli. Schwalb will keep extending the date. There are approximately 100 recipes online right now.

4. TV/Screen FREE Week is April 20-24, 2009: Events are as scheduled: Monday – 4/20 is The Brain Show; Tuesday – 4/21 is Tie-Dying and Music; Wednesday – 4/22 is Earth Day and Karate Demonstrations; Thursday – 4/23 is Bedtime Stories. All events are from 6-7:30 p.m. at the Elem. School.

5. Teacher Appreciation Luncheon: Early May. Discussion of catered? Volunteers for cooking? $ for decorations and party ware. Hart will call on volunteers for desserts. (Not sure if there is a chairperson??)

6. 6th Grade Moving Up Celebration: $1000 set aside; parents to donated food and drinks. Use homemade decorations. Ceremony will take place at the HS for approx. 40 minutes. Students get diplomas and will sing a song. No theme yet or symbol. Thinking of a scrapbook project with photos of all of them. Mrs. Green will present the diplomas.

7. Building Leadership Team (BLT) Report: Wrap up of the years; PBIS (?), BLT breakfast with teachers helping to mend old issues; discussed bus dismissal procedures; discussed that teachers would like more input into scheduling; discussed inadequate number of monitors at lunch time.

8. After School Workshops: Ceramics in April with Ayla Moloney. A new class given over two days for separated grades. Photography and Pastel Drawing workshops are also in the works. Arzillis to run a Pizza Making Demonstration for K and 1st only on 3/30/09.

9. Newsletter: Theresa Arzilli has assembled the latest newsletter.

10. End of the Year party for Students: to be very similarly done as last year with bouncy houses, carnival games, gym teacher involvement and lunch outdoors, weather permitting for all events.

11. Holiday Shoppe Fund Raiser- Meg Armstrong ran this at holiday time as a fund raiser for the senior class. She may be looking for a group to take it over. PTSO said they would.

12. 5th/6th Grade Party: organized by the 5th/6th Principal’s Council for March 27, 2009 in the evening. The students to decorate and volunteers to chaperone.

13. Rain Forest … Live: Schwalb organized and reported that the date is scheduled for April 2, 2009 with two presentations during the school day, one for Pre-K-3rd and one for 4th-6th. Then one evening performance where there will be a fee of $5 per person. No monies will come back to the PTSO. They will also have items for sale as toys and snacks.

14. Sales Tax: Discussion of when to charge it and when you don’t have to, with regard to fundraisers.

15. Nature Trail is progressing, Kelly Erlwein reported. Greenhouse is assembled and ready with a solar panel on the roof. There’s flip cards in the works for identifying plants along the trail and stream restoration projects ahead as well. 

16. Waste Free Lunch Challenge: Sponsored by the Science Club. 

Adjourned until April 15, 2009 at 9:10 p.m.

