SWEPTSO Minutes for September 10, 2008

Attendance: Hemmer, Feinman, Glase, Schwalb, Hart, Arzilli, L., Deborah Campanelli, Annette Rassmussen, Kelly Erlwein, Karen Russell, JoAnn Lare, Tina Millis, Melissa Rakowicz, Jean Hanslmaier, Dena Stevenson, Irene Nysether

Administration: Dr. Hilton, Becky Green

Meeting opened: 7:05 p.m.

1. Welcome and Introductions

2. Catherine “Cathy” Hart voted in unanimously as Treasurer for academic year 2008-2009.

3. Dawn Feinman was acting treasurer over the summer and issued the Treasurer’s Report: Accepted into minutes. See Report. Monies Available to start the year: $5,016.

4. Lavender’s- Big fund raiser went out this week and is due back by 9/29/08.


Profit is 35% of sales. Could be 10% more is we did all of the sorting by hand. 
With 10% fee, Lavender’s mails items directly to purchasers. Catalog of coffees, 
teas, hot chocolates missing from orig. packet, Dawn will distribute upon arrival.


Membership to meet on Oct. 2 during day and evening to participate in counting 
and checking orders against the monies received. Can order online directly and 
give credit to salesperson and to school. Top selling students get limo ride; if each 
student in one class sells one item, class gets an ice cream party; the top selling 
class gets an African Lion sponsored in their name at the National Zoo in 
Washington, D.C.; other opportunities for special prizes as well.

5. Membership Drive: Joan Glase, Chair. Notices are almost ready. Premiums offered depending on level of membership given: $10 mem., receive folder; $15 mem., rec. folder and water bottle; $20 mem., rec. folder and discount card; $30 mem., rec. Westie the Teddy Bear.

6. New T-Shirt Vendor: JoAnn Lare’s local business. Produces shirts, mugs, other personalized items. Discussion of prices, methods, materials and images. Request of use of current bulldog image on these new shirts, etc. Cost is $14.50 per shirt for at least $36 shirts. $16.00 for under #36 shirts. 15% discount for PTSO. Youth sizes available. PTSO ordered #20 shirts: 9Med, 9Large, 2 XL with “Volunteer” to be written on the back to be used for events to make it clear who is in charge.

7. Meet the Teacher Night Open House, Sept. 17, 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.: Begin in the ’94 Gym, Joan to introduce SWEPTSO, Debbie Campanelli to decorate table again; bakers requested to bring items in that evening; 6th graders to go to children’s homerooms and follow to their other teachers, discussion of having one room allotted to which parents could drop off kids that they must bring with them that evening to allow the parents to visit teachers without them being present; suggestion made to have Honor Society HS kids to watch them; Becky said she’ll try to arrange this but it was very last minute;.

8. Events for the year ahead:  

a. Open Gym/Sneaker Nights: By grade again.

b. Class Directories: Joan has info but needs new volunteers: Dena Stevenson and Debbie Campanelli stepped up for the job. Suggestion made to send home with packet for the beginning of the year in September.

c. Staff Appreciation Day: May 2009; Becky Green, Denise Rydell and Cathy Hart will chair this.

d. Sixth Grade Moving Up Day: Becky Green to chair (?).

e. Copier Use and Policy: As long as PTSO supplies the copier paper, we can get an approved items copied at the school with minimum of one week’s notice, our projects are last in line, but they’ll get it done and we can keep paper at school; providing Becky with approved list of volunteer to obtain and deliver mail to PTSO mailbox; possibly have 5th and 6th grade helpers to distribute copies in mailboxes.

f. Newsletter: Theresa Arzilli will compile a newsletter with our input.

9. Meeting for October 8, 2008 changed to October 7, 2008 due to Yom Kippur beginning on Oct. 8. Subsequent meetings are still scheduled for the 2nd Wed. of each month. Wendy Schwalb will send out a notice to that effect at then end of Sept. Notice pre-approved by Becky Green based on the “Welcome Back” notice.

10.   Pizza Nights: Location is the Delaware Youth Center, Callicoon, NY; all from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. PreK & K: on 9/23; 1 & 2: on 9/24; 3& 4: on 9/25; 5& 6: on 9/26. Our liability insurance will cover this event at this location as per Wendy Schwalb’s conversation with Harold Russell, our insurance agent. Contract for even is on file with Wendy Schwalb. We will pay DYC $150.00 for rental and a separate check of $100.00 for a security deposit made payable to DYC, Inc.

11. Jeffersonville Jamboree: Sept. 20. PTSO can have a table to hand out info. Do membership drive; talk up the Outdoor Classroom Gardens at the school and the walking path. Each grade has a specific garden. Duck Race that day sponsored by JEMS.

12. After school programs: Joan Glase, Chair. Dom Daurio will instruct older kids in composing music on the computer. Dance, drama, pottery, Yoga (8-week class at the school, paid for by students who sign up), Mad Science, photography workshops all in the works. Formation of school science club underway, chess club for beginners and intermediate/advanced players is already available. Discussions of Karate classes. PTSO will help fund after school clubs whenever possible and feasible. 

13. October 15, 2008: County-wide Go Green/Plastic Free Day. Discussions on how we should participate. Sue Mullally was in charge of the canvas bags sold by the 6th graders last year.

14. Assemblies: The Brain Show (again), during TV Free Week in April 2009- looking for chairperson, Wendy Schwalb will look into this; Slim Goodbody for Pre-K- 2 (again); Mad Science (again); Rain Forest … Live – Becky Green will review.

15. Note on children misbehaving during after school events sponsored by the PTSO: need a policy: Joan Glase indicated that if child misbehaves once, for the next time they want to attend, the parent must also attend with child or the child cannot attend. Or, an incentive for parents to attend would be those parents who volunteer to attend; the children would get first preference in limited-space events.

Adjourned: 9:35 p.m.

