SWEPTSO Minutes from January 14, 2009
Attendance: Feinman, Hemmer, Schwalb, Glase, Cathy Hart, Campanelli, Karen Russell, Jennifer Robisch, Jim Farrell
Administration: Dr. Hilton, Becky Green

New Business:
1. Discussion with Dr. Hilton regarding Budget Preparations for 200-2010 Budget. See Summary on record with SWEPTSO Secretary for Jan. 14, 2009 Meeting.  Recession will hurt all districts because funds promised in last year’s legislation will not be able to be given in total. Government issues announcement in December 2008 that a cut of $650,000 would occur. 45% of state aid cut could mean higher taxes. New legislation could possibly return some funding but would not return all that was promised. A decrease of at least $500,000 in next year’s budget. Enrollment is down. Really need to cut $1.5 million from spending and administration has been negotiating with teachers’ union for retirement incentive terms to cut the funds by retirement. Terms not quite finalized but BOE will vote on the terms when decided. Hope to cut staff without involving layoffs if have enough teachers take the incentive. We will consolidate positions. Doesn’t want to ask for tax increase in tax levy. Hopefully, not greater than a 4% increase in the midst of recession.
  
1. Discussion and Clarification of the Public Access to Students Policy and SWEPTSO role within the school and activities SWEPTSO can present. If the organization that the PTSO seeks to bring in serves the community at large, the S-W Central School District area, then the school will distribute the flyers/announcements for that organization via the teachers in order to reach the students. For-profit organizations can post their signs and notices for students and/or parents to voluntarily pick up but such notices will not be distributed to the students via their teachers. 

1. Community Committee: Discussion with Mrs. Green and Dr. Hilton regarding reaching out the community more often to build partnerships in the community. Possibly initiate some adult education programs that are self-funding. Would need to identify people for a steering committee. Adult keyboarding/typing instruction/computer skills.

1. Will new clubs suffer due to budget issues? Unanswered question right now.

1. Treasurer’s Report. See report on file with SWEPTSO Secretary.

1. Minutes from December 12, 2009-accepted.

1. Scholastic Book Fair: Julie Gabel taking over from Jill Grishaber.

1. Discussion regarding PTSO sponsoring a baseball camp at Lion’s Field in late June and early July 2009 through ProProspects/Steve Pinto, Owner. Jim Farrell and Cathy Hart reported on progress. Pinto would give students 10% discount or make a 10% donation. PTSO decided to give students discount instead of take a donation. Only to Sullivan-West students. Girls’ softball in Jeff. is a possibility, with same discount. Farrell will inquire. Funds have to come through the PTSO and then flyer can be passed out at school.

1. Can Drive in Memory of Catherine Novak- She passed away in 2008 and for several years had organized a food drive around the holidays. This memorial can drive will run from Feb.2 – Feb. 27, 2009. Feinman and Hemmer, Co-chair people.

1. Teachers’ Requests for using their $75 stipend each from PTSO. Some didn’t use the money and the money’s earmark will be released and it will go back into the general fund. Teachers who used the funs requested games, room supplies, filing supplies, Playdoh, glue guns, exercise equipment, reward items from Oriental Trading, etc. 

1. Box Tops- earned $500. Earmark for Honors Breakfast?

1. $45 from FNBJ for recycling their inkjet cartridges.

1. Suggestion to use Latch Key Room would be good for more open indoor recess.

1. Cookbook Project: Schwalb will obtain sponsorship info. to request businesses and families buy ads/boosters to cut costs of production of cookbook. Information on the Morris Cookbooks website. Need to do reminder flyer. 

1. 5th-6th Grade Dance. 7-8:30 p.m. Date uncertain. Principal’s Council okayed. Discussed doing Karaoke instead of a regular dance or hiring an adult to engage the kids. Need chaperones and food.

1. Sneaker Nights. No report yet.

1. Slim Goodbody is now Kid Power is set for May 2009.

1. Adjourned at 8:30 p.m.  



