SWPTSO Minutes from November 14, 2007

Board Members in attendance: Hemmer, Feinman, Glase, Schwalb

Administration in Attendance: Mrs. Green, Ms. Barsky, Dr. Hilton

1. Minutes from October 10, 2007 accepted.

2. Treasurer’s Report: See report. Balance in treasury: $16,7477.35.

3. Old Business:

1. Lavender’s: 

a. Only one lost order; Dawn is working on resolving this.

b. November 7, 2007 was the limo lunch to Pizza Hut, Liberty.

-#16 kids, #5 adults, Royal Limousine sent 2 limos at no charge

-Lavender’s will reimburse PTSO; we’ll send Thank You

-We’ll recognize the top selling class-Mrs. Weinman’s- who sold $2500 worth of items- with an ice cream party.

2. Membership Drive-Mugs & Folders: Still new orders and new members, only #60 folders left to sell & two mugs; #110 members with quite a few faculty.

3. Campbell’s Soup Label Counting: Wed., January 30, 2007, bring scissors and we’ll provide pizza for the helpers.

4. Big Brother/Big Sister Program with HS:

a. Goal is to pair 6th graders with 11th or 12th graders to familiarize the 6th graders with the high school and its programs.

      b. Thoughts of starting with a luncheon or spaghetti dinner or maybe introductions could be made and kept as Pen Pals.


c. Poll of 7th graders as to what they would’ve liked to know before arriving at the HS: Day-to-day details such as how to do headings on the papers, time management, cafeteria routine.

5.
Assemblies: 

a. Mad Science school-wide assembly scheduled for 11-28-07- Joan is checking into availability of BOCES funding assistance.

b. Mad Science after school programs are being scheduled

c. Pajama Night with guest readers in a rocking chair was discussed.

d. TV FREE week is in the works

e. Overnights at the gym, sock hops and a dance with and without a dance class were also discussed.

f. Slim Goodbody is coming to the school in Feb. for two shows: PreK-3 and 4-6. But discussion as to whether this is too young for 4-6. Michelle Hemmer working on this.

g. The Game Show for older kids- Wendy Schwalb will research.

h. Other ideas: Jazzmatazz: live interactive with instruments for older kids; Merry-Go-Round Theater: shows kids how to create a dramatic event/play, out of Auburn, NY, used to do one grade per day, suggested by Mrs. Green.

6. Website:

a. The Arzillis are working on this. Need link on homepage to get viewers to SWEPTSO website. Discussed payment to Arzillis for the webpage service through debit card and how to get HS to split payment, $10 each per month.

b. Linda Pomes, HS PTSO president.

7.
PhoneRaiser: Wendy Schwalb will prepare boxes for front doors and for main office by Dec. 12 meeting. (A fundraiser that asks for donations of old cell phones and expired ink cartridges.)

4.
NEW BUSINESS:

1. Changes to Academic Awards: 

a.  Ms. Barsky discussed format of AAA criteria with staff and received a lot of “no good” responses because staff wants to be involved in criteria.

b.  Will retain a party for special achievers and Honor Rolls for 4-6.

c. Discussed a citizenship award as part of AAA

d. Discussed AIS, additional help for students, but won’t be in place until next academic year, 2008-2009.

2.  After school activities:


a. Movie Nights, from 3:30 p.m. – 5:15 p.m., in ’61 Cafeteria Extension: 1/11/08- 4th graders, 2/15/08- 3rd graders, 2/29/08-2nd graders. 

b. Open Gym, from 6-8 p.m.: 1/18/08 & 2/22/08 for 3rd and 4th; 1/4/08 & 2/1/08 for 5th & 6th; possibly 1/25/08 & 2/8/08 for 1st & 2nd. Wendy Schwalb will check on this; Family Night for Valentine’s Day with Chocolate Bingo on 2/14/07 from 7-8:30 p.m.

c. Baking Nights: Model to Goshen Schools program; pair with a book being read in the classes, i.e.: Green Eggs and Ham, If you Give a Mouse a Pancake

-Make pies, cookies for the holidays, gingerbread houses.

-Try etiquette classes.

-We’ll try to set this up for December 2008.

-Mrs. Arzilli said she has a connection at SCCC culinary dept.

3.
School’s water: complaints about brown color and quality-school will provide    bottled water to students when necessary. School has municipal water and has had water tested and no issues with quality except for the occasional brown color.

4. SWEPTSO cannot insure the Girls’ Basketball team. Wendy Schwalb checked with insurance carrier and the current policy exempts coverage for sporting events or teams; PTSO would need a special endorsement or additional policy for that.

5. SW CARES has offered to host the Penny Social and donate the funds to the SWEPTSO. No date has been set nor has any one begun coordinating this. Cindy Humleker of SW CARES is the contact for this in the spring.

6. HS PTSO is selling wreaths, garlands and plants for the holidays and wants to sell at the elementary. PTSO says that’s fine.

5.
Other:

1. Color copier: Dr. Hilton discussed an inventory that is taking place of the three elementary schools of all equipment by Bob Davis, custodian. He plans an auction to be held in the spring of whatever equipment the school cannot use. Looking for a color copier purchased by the PTSO for their use. Apparently, no copiers are in storage. Dr. Hilton will keep us informed.

2. Pencil Machines: There were two to sell pencils to students; one machine was given to Angela Daley for the HS.

3. Discussion of a PTSO Pushcart to sell various PTSO items.

4. Discussion of using a mannequin to display PTSO items and/or move items already on display to lobby to make them more visible.

5. Wendy Schwalb will notify Art, Music and Library depts. of  PTSO gift of $400 each for supplies from the Silent Auction. These staff members should supply PTSO with a list of items costing up to $400 and we’d purchase them.

6. Lucas Arzilli won the mug raffle.

7. Meeting Adjourned: 9:30 p.m.

